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BAND NAME | Grupo Falso Baiano
MUSICAL STYLE / GENRE | Choro – a
traditional form of popular Brazilian music,
similar to jazz, blending Latin American
rhythms with melodies and forms derived
from classical music. It is generally an
instrumental genre, closely linked to samba.
ORIGIN | San Francisco Bay Area
BAND MEMBERS & INSTRUMENTS |
Zack Pitt-Smith: woodwinds
Brian Moran: seven-string guitar
Jesse Appelman: mandolin
Ami Molinelli: percussion
WEB | www.grupofalsobaiano.com
| www.facebook.com/grupofalsobaiano
KEY POINTS OF INTEREST |The San Francisco Bay Guardian writes of Grupo Falso Baiano, “The young musicians … will make you
dance, cry, laugh and marvel at their instrumental skill and love for a music that is centuries old but sounds as fresh as ever.”
Grupo Falso Baiano performs a blend of traditional Brazilian choro music with modern influences of jazz, flamenco and samba. Choro is
Brazil’s first national music, born in the cafés of Rio in the late 1800’s, and reflects the melding of Latin American and African rhythms with a
melodic and harmonic structure most closely resembling Baroque Classical music. GFB's unique exploration of choro spans nearly 100
years, including everything from traditional to contemporary classics, as well as original arrangements and jazz-influenced reinterpretations.
Grupo Falso Baiano began as a trio in 2003 with members Brian Moran (seven-string guitar), Zack Pitt-Smith (reeds) and Ami Molinelli
(percussion). GFB later evolved into a quartet when Jesse Appelman (mandolin) joined the lineup in 2006. Currently, they can be heard
performing as a quartet and with special guest singers and instrumentalists in clubs, concert halls and festivals including SFJazz, San Jose
Jazz Festival, Oakland’s SoundRoom, Healdsburg Jazz Festival, The Freight and Salvage, L.A.C.M.A.’s “Latin Sounds”, Santa Monica’s
“Jazz On The Lawn”, and Yoshi’s Oakland among others. GFB has also been featured in multiple interviews on NPR (Latino USA,The
California Report, West Coast Live), KCSM, KPFK and KUSP. Their 2009 Yoshi’s Oakland concert and interview was produced and
broadcast online by Pandora Live.
In addition to performing and touring, the members of Grupo Falso Baiano are strongly committed to music education. They have
collaborated with the Pasadena Pops Orchestra, Young Audiences of Northern California, Youth in Arts, Around the World Music Program,
The Jazzschool, California Brazil Camp and Jazz Camp West, bringing choro music to students throughout California.
Falso Baiano albums include Viajando: Choro e Jazz (2008), Simplicidade: Live at Yoshi’s (2011), and Depois (2017) and feature special
guests Moyseis Marques, Ana Carbatti, Ilya Portnov, Jeff Cressman, Jovino Santos Neto, Jorge Alabê, Mike Marshall, Michael Spiro and
others. Their releases have been highly praised by critics and fans and are available everywhere.

FOR INFORMATION, BOOKING OR MEDIA INQUIRES |
NAME | Brian Moran or Ami Molinelli
PHONE | 415.722.9042 or 510.579.0211
EMAIL | info@grupofalsobaiano.com
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